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Messy Church 
The theme for March’s Messy Church was Zaccheus and the Tree. We 
had some great acting from Colin and Han and the children loved joining 
in too.’ 
 
Activities included a game similar to pin the tail on the Donkey, but it 
was put Zaccheus in the tree! Clay modelling of a tree or Zaccheus and 
creating two wonderful pieces of art work 
 
The cooking activity had to be the messiest yet! A tree made from rice 
crispies and marshmallows with a chocolate finger! 
 

 
Giggles and Grow 
For those with babies who are crawling and not walking (or only walking a little) then 
join us on a Tuesday morning 10.30-12noon in the James Todd room. Babies can 
explore new toys and play with little ones of similar ages. 
 

Blissful Beginnings 
This group gives Parents / Carers to meet others who have little ones too. A lovely 
group where everyone sits and chats while the babies can play! 
This group is on a Wednesday morning from 10.30-12noon in the James Todd Room. 
 

Time Together Thursdays 
This has been a really buzzing group since January and we have had many families 
joining us for fun over the last couple of months. 
If you have a 2,3 or 4 year old then bring them along! It is 10-11.30am – we have had 
different themes each week – Pancake Day, Rainbows – so lots of messy play, craft, 
toys to play with and a snack, story and singing at the end! 
 

Easter Holidays  
During the Easter Holidays, the weekly groups will not run, but keep an eye on our 
facebook page as we have two sessions planned on 7

th
 April and 9

th
 April. 

Children, Family and Youth Instagram and Facebook page. 
 



This month we have had two youth club session; we have had some great fun making 
pizzas, playing dodgeball, tag and doing some arts and crafts. We then finished with a 
great game called Mafia which is a great laugh. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you so much to Emily who always helps and the other volunteers. Your help is 
much appreciated as I couldn’t run it without you so a big THANK YOU!!! 
 
 
WE REQUIRE YOUR HELP! 
With all these groups running, we need some volunteers to help us – making tea, 
playing games, chatting with families, playing with the children. This can be once a 
week, once a month, once a term – we would love you to join us when you can! 
Please speak or email either Julie (child.family@emmanuelww.org.uk) or Han 
(youth@emmanuelww.org.uk) or speak with Sara Stocker or Pat Best on a Sunday. 
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Heather Moore organised this event as Youth Assembly Moderator and our Youth 
leader Han took 3 young people from Emmanuel. 

 
On Friday 7

th
 March myself, Damien, Leila and Louie from 

Emmanuel West Wickham travelled to Youth Assembly in 
Northampton. This year’s youth assembly theme was 'All 
are Welcome’. When we arrived at the venue there was 
dinner followed by worship and prayer. We then got into 
small groups and played some fun icebreaker games. 

After that we enjoyed a nice campfire where we toasted marshmallows and 
made smores whilst chatting and getting to know people.  
 
On the Saturday we enjoyed a nice morning prayer walk followed by a 
delicious breakfast. We then had a great talk about climate justice and 
what it means to welcome and be welcomed. We then enjoyed 
chosen workshops including forest church, drama, arts and crafts, 
bible study and more, as well as dodgeball, football and badminton. 
We also got together as the whole youth assembly and the youth had 
discussions about topics and made decisions and voted to elect a 
new youth moderator elect. 

 
After dinner and worship we were lucky enough to have a lesson in 
Scottish dancing which was very fun for all. There was also pool, table 
tennis, games and late night Karaoke to finish the Saturday 
night off nicely.  
 
Sunday morning after a prayer walk and breakfast we had 
worship, workshops and all got together in small groups where 

the youth had a chance to say and discuss what they did and didn't enjoy 
about the weekend. It was then time to pack up and travel home after a 
lovely Sunday roast. 
 
The weekend seemed very enjoyable and although it was tough as I missed my own 
family it was a pleasure to come and support the Emmanuel youth and watch them 
have fun, meet new people and develop and learn new things. Thank you to Heather 
and all involved in the organising and support and of course Ian Moore for providing 
lifts to make it easier for the young people. 
 

WE REQUIRE YOUR HELP! 
With all these groups running, we need some volunteers to help us – making tea, 
playing games, chatting with families, playing with the children. This can be once a 
week, once a month, once a term – we would love you to join us when you can! 
Please speak or email either Julie (child.family@emmanuelww.org.uk) or Han 
(youth@emmanuelww.org.uk) or speak with Sara Stocker or Pat Best on a Sunday. 
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Luke’s approach to the last hours in the life of Jesus 
 
Each month we are following Luke’s Gospel (and later his Acts of the 
Apostles) to see how he deals with the big ideas that we consider at 
Christmas (Epiphany), Good Friday, Easter and Pentecost.  With others to 
mark David’s retirement and Trinity, that covers six months. 
 
Luke’s insights were shown, as we have seen, by his emphasis on the aspect 
of Jesus’ ministry that favoured poor people.  Around the Birth, he featured 
shepherds (with angels bringing God’s message to them!), the manger and 
the Magnificat manifesto. Later Luke’s Beatitudes mention not ‘poor in 
spirit’ (Matthew) but plain ‘poor’. 
 
When we turn to the Passion story (chapters 22 and 23) Luke’s choices 
(compared with Mark) are just as striking. Here are some of them: 
 
In Gethsemane the disciples go to sleep.  You might expect them to be 
supportive and extra vigilant, but that is not the case: Mark shows Jesus 
feeling badly let down as they go to sleep three times.  Luke ignores much of 
that, as he does not want to show the disciples as uncaring, nor Jesus as 
being impatient with them.  He shows them asleep only once and 
sympathetically explains it away with ‘because of their grief’. 
 
So Luke deletes material from his copy of Mark’s gospel something he cannot 
accept. He can also add an interesting episode, e.g. with Pilate sharing the 
problem of possible crucifixion with Herod Antipas, ‘as he was in Jerusalem’, 
noting that after that ‘they became firm friends’.  
 
All four gospels say that a slave’s ear was injured by one of Jesus’ people. 
(John says it was Peter and that the slave’s name was Malchus.) Only Dr 
Luke has the insight to consider what Jesus did next, telling us that he healed 
the ear – an event that in Luke’s mind is a prime example of Jesus’ wonderful 
healing ministry. 
 
Only Luke tells us what Jesus says as they nail him to the cross, ‘Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do’. Then we hear that the penitent 
thief recognises that, while both thieves deserved their punishment, Jesus 
had done nothing to merit being crucified. Jesus’ response was, ‘Today you 
will be with me in Paradise’. Only Luke... 



 
The most starkly different point is that, while Mark gives Jesus’ last words as 
‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ Luke substitutes, ‘Into your 
hands I commit my spirit’.  Luke just cannot believe that Jesus would have 
felt abandoned, so he sets aside the text of Mark that he has in front of him, 
and offers a serene final thought instead. Then Luke worked out that a 
Roman officer was unlikely to use the phrase ‘Truly, this man was the Son of 
God’, so he changes it to, ‘This man was innocent’. 
 
What do we make of these differences?  Enlightening, I hope.  Luke is a 
profound thinker in his own right, as well as a convinced and faithful follower 
of Jesus: he doesn’t just pass on as facts information he has researched 
about the happenings of 50-60 years before, but reflects on them in the light 
of his commitment to Jesus in his own life.  
 
So we too can reflect on our experience of our faith: as with Luke, that 
process is an aspect of what we mean by the work of the Holy Spirit.  We will 
come up with something that is broadly in line with what the Bible says, but, 
for each one of us, it will be subtly different. 
 
Further, however we understood the ‘inspired Word of God’ in the past, we 

can now see that the Holy Spirit acts through Luke and the three others to 

produce accounts that give authentically their knowledge of their Lord, each 

being slightly – but significantly – different from each other, all of them being 

wonderful windows into the life of Jesus. Read Luke 22 and 23 and don’t be 

surprised if eyes moisten up.       
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Quiz 
 

Supplied by Lawrence White 
 

 
1. Where was Florence Nightingale born? 
2. What word has the letter ‘X’ followed by the letter ‘G’? 
3. How many London boroughs are there?  

 Which is the largest?  
 Which is the smallest? 

4. How many sides does a dodecahedron have? 
5. Which is the longest river in Scotland? 
6. Which city houses the painting “The Last Supper” by Leonardo Da 

Vinci? 
7. When and where was the Princess Royal born? 
8. Who wrote “The Mysterious Affair at Styles”? 
9. Who founded the promenade concerts? 
10. Who said “History is bunk”? 
11. When did women vote for the first time in a UK general election? 
12. Who was the designer of Crystal Palace? 
13. Who founded the Society of Friends of the Quakers? 
14. Whose home was the red house in Bexleyheath? 
15. What was the most remarkable undertaking by Sir Marc Isambard 

Brunel? 
16. Who was the first woman to take her seat in the House of 

Commons? 
 
 
Answers can be found on page 37 







 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Come and make the Easter Garden,   

hunt for eggs and share in the Easter story 
 

For more details contact Pat Best on 07714 808498 or patbest@btinternet.com  
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Answers 
 

Quiz on page 21 supplied by Lawrence White 
 
 

1. Florence, Italy 
2. Foxglove 
3. 32 

 Bromley  
 Chelsea 

4. 12 
5. River Tay 
6. Milan 
7. 15th August 1950 at Clarence House, London 
8. Dame Agatha Christie (1890 – 1976) 
9. Sir Henry Wood, 6th October 1895 
10. Henry Ford (Denmark 1919) 
11. 14th December 1918 
12. Sir Joseph Paxton (1801 -1865) 
13. George Fox (1624 – 1691) 
14. William and Jane Morris 
15. The Thames tunnel from Rotherhithe to Wapping (1825 – 1843) 
16. Nancy, Lady Astor took her seat as MP for Portsmouth (Sutton) on 

1st December 1919 
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